The inhibition of Staphylococcus hyicus on a selective medium for staphylococci.
Growth of Staphylococcus hyicus subsp. hyicus and Staph. hyicus subsp. chromogenes strains was found to be severely inhibited when broth cultures of these organisms were streaked on Schleifer and Kramer's staphylococcal (SK) medium. Of the selective agents contained in SK medium, potassium thiocyanate was found to be inhibitory towards both subspecies of Staph. hyicus and sodium azide had an additional inhibitory effect on Staph. hyicus subsp. chromogenes. Of six different media supplements examined, sheep blood and Tween 80 were found to improve the growth of both Staph. hyicus subspecies when added to SK medium. These findings were confirmed in subsequent work where the supplemented SK media were used to isolate potential enterotoxin-producing organisms from simulated raw milk (Staph. aureus, Staph. hyicus subsp. hyicus, Staph. hyicus subsp. chromogenes, Staph. intermedius). SK medium supplemented with sheep blood proved more effective in allowing satisfactory recovery of Staph. aureus, Staph. hyicus subsp. hyicus and Staph. intermedius. However, neither supplement enabled satisfactory recovery of Staph. hyicus subsp. chromogenes to be achieved.